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Flood resilient homes
Limiting water damage
Estimates suggest that over 2 million homes in England and Wales are at risk of 
�ooding from rivers, the sea or surface water.  This is around 10% of all UK homes. 

Approximately 200,000 of these homes are considered to be very high risk and this 
�gure is expected to rise. 

The work of the Coastal Partnership will help to reduce the risks of coastal erosion and 
�ooding but the risk still remains for many homes.

There are a number of steps property owners can take to reduce the impact from 
�ooding to their homes.  The diagram shows some of the measures that will increase 
your home’s �ood resilience.

These are measures that will help to reduce the damage caused by a �ood, speed up 
restoration and allow for the re-occupation of the property.

Flood resistance/protection measures can also be taken to keep �ood water at bay and 
reduce the risk of water entering the property.  See the board: Flood resistant homes.

Do it right
Before you carry out any kind of flood 

resilience measures we recommend 

that you have your home surveyed to 

identify which are the most appropriate 

for your property.

A survey will consider:

• Risk type and depth of flooding

• Construction of the property

• Local geology

For further advice on flood resilience 

www.environment-agency.gov.uk

Windows and 
Skirting
Replace wooden 
skirting, window and 
door frames with 
UPVC plastic, or  
protect with a 
suitable varnish 

Walls
Gypsum plaster can 
be replaced with a 
more water 
resistant material, 
such as 
lime-plaster or 
cement render 

Electrical points
Raise electric, 
phone, TV and aerial 
sockets to a higher 
level. Run circuits 
down from first floor 
level for extra 
protection.

Valuables
Valuable items 
should be placed on 
higher shelves or 
fixed to walls

Important items
Store important 
household documents and 
high-value sentimental 
items upstairs.

Appliances
Consider permanently 
moving the washing 
machine and tumble 
drier upstairs.

Heating and Electric
Move consumer unit 
and meters to a higher 
level and contain in 
plastic housing. 

Raise the height of 
your boiler or relocate 
it upstairs.

Wall insulation
Mineral insulation will 
rot after flooding. 
Replace it with flood 
resistent cell 
insulation

Doors
Internal doors 
should be replaced 
with lightweight 
ones with hinges 
that allow the door 
to be easily removed

Floors
If possible, raise the 
floor level and the  
height of the threshold 
to the property 
entrance.

Replace timber floors 
with concrete or 
treated timber. Lay 
tiles with rugs instead 
of fitted carpets

Stairs
Replace timber 
lower steps with 
concrete to protect 
the strength of the 
staircase.

Pump & Sump
Install a system to 
keep flood water 
levels low

Joists
Install a chemical 
damp-proof course 
below the joist level to 
limit the water seeping 
upwards into the 
property (?)

One-way valves
Fit non-return valves 
to all private 
drainage pipes, to 
prevent sewage 
backing-up and 
causing flooding

Kitchen
If possible, replace cooker 
with raised ‘built-under’ or 
eye level oven.

Raise the cooker, fridge 
and other equipment from 
the floor on plinths to 
provide protection from 
shallow flood water.

Replace standard 
chipboard and MDF units 
with water resistant 
materials such as plastic, 
solid wood or stainless 
steel.


