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Dear Coastal Partners,

Hayling Island Coastal Management Strategy (HICMS) Approval of Habitats
Regulations Assessment

| refer to the email, received on 29 January 2025, regarding the notice of derogation for
the Hayling Island Coastal Management Strategy (HICMS). Secretary of State has asked
me to reply on his behalf, as the Minister for Nature.

| am content that Coastal Partners have fulfilled the requirements of regulation 64 of the
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, having also appropriately
assessed the impacts of the Strategy on the European sites that may be affected.

| am satisfied that an appropriate evaluation of alternative solutions has been carried out
in the documents ‘Short List to Leading Option Appraisal Report’, and the ‘Notice of a
‘proposed Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) derogation in England and Wales'.

| note that for Option Development Units (ODU) 8 and 15 the alternative of ‘do nothing’
was considered; for ODU 11 ‘do nothing’ and ‘environmental enhancement’ were
considered; and for ODU 13 ‘do nothing’ and ‘maintain, then managed realignment’ were
considered. | accept that ‘do nothing’ was associated with significant negative economic
and social impacts, whilst the technical challenges or a lack of viable space made the
remaining options unfeasible.

Therefore, | accept that there are no alternative solutions that would achieve the same
outcome of securing the protection of human assets from coastal flooding and erosion
due to the predicted sea level rise.

Given that coastal flooding and erosion poses a serious risk to human health and public
safety, with unacceptable social and economic consequences, there is a strong case to
justify the adoption of the strategy on grounds of imperative reasons of overriding public
interest.

I note and agree with Natural England’s recognition of the ongoing need to secure
compensatory vegetated shingle as required by Regulation 68 of the Habitat Regulations.
| am content that appropriate steps will be taken to ensure that compensatory measures
will be in place to offset predicted losses before they arise.



| further note Natural England will continue to work closely with Coastal Partners to
ensure that compensatory measures are appropriate to ensure that the overall coherence
of the national site network is protected.

| understand that the Secretary of State will have the opportunity to assess compensation
measures in a more detailed way as and when project-level derogation notifications are

received.

Consequently, | can confirm that Defra has no objections to the authorities’ approval of
the Scheme. :

| am copying this letter to Natural England and the Environment Agency.
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