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1 Introduction 
Coastal Partners (CP) on behalf of Fareham Borough Council (FBC) are working in 

partnership with Hampshire County Council, the Environment Agency and other Key 

Stakeholders to deliver the Hook Lake Coastal Management Study.  

The professional engineering consultancy ‘Binnies’ have also been enlisted to help develop 

the study, which is likely to run for two years from April 2021 until Autumn 2023.  

The study aims to better understand the Hook Lake site, explore the potential for creating new 

intertidal habitats, identify wider recreation opportunities and develop preliminary designs for 

a habitat creation scheme. The study will also identify how the potential benefits can be 

maximised for both local people and wildlife. 

This report summarises the two initial public information events held to present the shortlisted 

coastal management options for Hook Lake to the local community. A summary of the 

feedback received from the attendees, both at the events and via returned questionnaires, is 

also included. 

Prior to the events, working together with Binnies, the project team appraised a longlist of 

potential coastal management options and reduced these down to a shortlist of options. The 

shortlisted options, as presented at the events, will be appraised in more detail by the project 

team, to identify a leading way to create habitat at Hook Lake. There will be a second public 

information event at a later stage of the Study.  

 

2 Exhibition Events 

2.1 Overview 

Two public events were held on Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th of July 2022 at the 

Warsash Victory Hall. The first was held from 4pm – 7pm and the second was held from 1pm 

– 4pm. The aim of the events was to present the shortlisted options to the public to allow better 

understanding of the Study, provide an opportunity for the community to speak to the project 

team and to share their views on the shortlisted options being put forward.  

The Warsash Victory Hall was selected due to its close proximity to residents and the Hook 

Lake site, as well as being easily accessible for visitors. In total, 79 people attended the events 

across the two days. 

Questionnaires were handed out at each event and were also made available online on the 

CP Hook Lake Coastal Management Study webpage, to gather feedback from the exhibitions 

and on understanding of the project itself. Details of these can be found in section 3 of this 

report.  

 

2.2 Advertising & Publicity 
News promotion 

Prior to the exhibitions, FBC issued a press release advertising the events, published 16th 

June 2022 and shown in Figure 1 below. The press release provided an update on the 

Study’s progress, selection of the shortlisted coastal management approaches and gave 

details of the upcoming exhibition events and how to join them. The press release also 

https://coastalpartners.org.uk/project/hook-lake-coastal-management-study/
file:///J:/HBC/Coastal/Coastal/ESCP/3_CAPITAL%20PROJECTS/1.%20Schemes/LDW%2042632_Hook%20Lake%20Hab%20Creation/P-COMMS%20&%20ENGAGEMENT/P7%20-%20Exhibitions/EXHIBITION%201%20-%20JULY%202022/Advertising/Press%20Release%20-%20Exhibition/20220616%20-Press%20Release%20-%20Exhibition.JPG
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directed readers to the Hook Lake Coastal Management Study webpage on the CP website 

for more information and an online copy of the exhibition posters.  

The press release was shared by FBC’s Facebook page on 16th June.  

 
Figure 1: Press release shared by FBC advertising the shortlist public exhibitions  

Social Media 

On 7th July 2022, Coastal Partners’ Twitter 

page tweeted details of the upcoming 

exhibitions, with a link to the project 

webpage. FBC’s Twitter account was also 

tagged into the tweet. This is shown in 

Figure 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Details of the exhibition events 

tweeted by Coastal Partners’ Twitter 

account 

e-Newsletter 

On 4th July 2022, notice of the exhibitions was sent through Coastal Partners’ ‘Fareham 

Coastal Projects’ e-newsletter to its over 2,200 subscribers, outlining their purpose and how 

to attend. This is shown in Figure 3.  

 

https://coastalpartners.org.uk/project/hook-lake-coastal-management-study/
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Figure 3: Coastal Partners Fareham Projects eNewsletter update 

Website 

The Hook Lake Coastal Management Study project webpage on the CP website was updated 

prior to the exhibition events.  

An update to the main project webpage was published on 7th July 2022, advising of selection 

of the shortlisted coastal management approaches and providing details of the upcoming 

public exhibition events and how to join them.  

In addition, the project webpage FAQ section was updated on 7th July 2022, in anticipation of 

key questions likely to be raised by the community. A print version of these updated FAQs 

was also prepared and on-hand at the exhibition events for visitors to refer to and take away.  

Furthermore, on 5th July 2022, a news advertisement was published on the CP website, 

announcing details of the exhibitions and signposting readers to the main project webpage for 

more details. 

Finally, a link to both the online exhibition questionnaire and PDF copy of the exhibition poster 

booklet was added to the main project webpage on 12th July 2022.   

https://coastalpartners.org.uk/project/hook-lake-coastal-management-study/
https://coastalpartners.org.uk/project/hook-lake-coastal-management-study/
https://coastalpartners.org.uk/hook-lake-faq/
https://coastalpartners.org.uk/news/summer-hook-lake-community-engagement/
https://coastalpartners.org.uk/static/media/resources/hook-lake-exhibition-booklet-2022.pdf
https://coastalpartners.org.uk/static/media/resources/hook-lake-exhibition-booklet-2022.pdf
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Local Advertisements 

To help spread further awareness of the public exhibition events, A3 laminated posters were 

temporarily attached to 5 key locations around the Hook Lake site, with details of the 

exhibitions and how to attend them. The locations of these are shown in Figure 4 below. The 

posters utilised a QR code to direct visitors to the project webpage for more information on 

the Study and to the online questionnaire and PDF copy of the exhibition posters.  

Figure 4: Map of poster locations on site at Hook Lake 

The posters displayed on site can be seen in Figures 5 & 6. 

 
Figure 5: Poster displayed on site at Hook Lake 
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Figure 6: Example of one of the locations temporarily displaying the posters 

 

2.3 Event Attendance and Content 

2.3.1 Attendance 
In total, 79 people attended the information events, with 40 of these attending the first 

exhibition on Tuesday 12th July 4-7pm and 39 people attending the event on Wednesday 

13th July 1-4pm. The event on Tuesday 12th July was well-attended from 4-6pm, however 

visitor numbers tailed off after this. Attendance at the event on Wednesday 13 th July was 

relatively even from start to finish.  

An A3-sized map of Hook Lake and the surrounding area was displayed at the entrance to 

the exhibition events, with stickers for visitors to mark their location on to help gauge 

whether visitors were local to the site. The results of this are shown in Figure 7.  

As shown in Figure 7, 

most visitors to the events 

were concentrated in 

Warsash in proximity of 

the Hook Lake Coastal 

Management Study 

project area, with some 

travelling from further 

afield in Locks Heath and 

areas not shown on the 

map, closer to 

Southampton. 

 

Figure 7: Map from the 

exhibition events showing 

visitor locations 
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2.3.2 Event Content 
The information on display at the events explained why the Study is needed, its 

considerations and constraints, work undertaken so far and the shortlisted coastal 

management approaches for each area, through a series of poster boards detailing: 

• Hook Lake Today highlighting the key features of the Study area, its environment 

and facts on local heritage. 

• The Challenges outlining the main challenges impacting the site, including climate 

change, habitat loss and coastal squeeze, increased storm events and ageing 

coastal defences. 

• Creating Intertidal Habitat explaining what intertidal habitats are, their importance 

and the ecosystem services provided by them. 

• Other Wider Opportunities demonstrating other investment opportunities to be 

explored throughout the Study, subject to securing additional funding, relating to 

recreation, health and wellbeing and environmental improvements. 

• How Will We Create the Habitat? Showing the four shortlisted coastal management 

approaches shortlisted for the Study. 

• What Could a Scheme Look Like? Showing case studies of other completed 

habitat creation schemes within the Solent, featuring QR codes for more information 

on each site. 

• The Hook Lake Coastal Management Study showcasing the timeline of events that 

led to the Study’s development, its strategic background and the approximate 

timescale to project completion.  

• Who Is Involved? Outlining the project team, key partners, Project Steering Group 

and community involvement. 

• What Happens Next detailing key stages of the project going forwards. 

Each of the posters displayed at the event are included within Appendix A of this report.  

Paper copies of the latest ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ were also available for attendees to 

take away. These have also been updated on the project webpages at 

https://coastalpartners.org.uk/hook-lake-faq/  

3 Survey Results, Event Feedback & Lessons Learnt 

3.1 Survey Responses 
In total, 27 consultation responses were received, 15 of which were completed online and 12 

were paper copies completed at the event or sent via post afterwards. Some questions were 

optional and were not answered by every respondent.  

It is unknown if the responses were from households or individuals as this was not asked in 

the survey.  

3.2 Survey Results & Analysis 
Question 1: In relation to the Hook with Warsash Coastal Nature Reserve, are you a: 

visitor from elsewhere, local organisation or business or local resident to Hook Lake 

and Warsash? 

22 of the respondents said they were a local resident to Hook Lake and Warsash, whilst 3 

identified as visitors from elsewhere. 2 respondents identified themselves as from a local 

organisation or business, with representation from the Solent Protection Society and the 

Bursledon Right of Way & Amenities Preservation Group as local organisations. 

https://coastalpartners.org.uk/hook-lake-faq/
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Question 2: If you would like to, please share the first part of your postcode: 

25 of the 27 respondents answered this question, with 100% of these living within the SO31 

postcode area (including Hook and Warsash). 

Question 3: Have you attended one of our Public Exhibitions on either the 12th or 13th 

July 2022? 

25 of the 27 respondents (93%) had attended one of the exhibition events, whilst the remaining 

2 had not attended.  

 

Question 4: How did you find out about the July exhibitions? 

Respondents were given the opportunity to select all the options which applied for this 

question. In total, 70% of respondents found out about the events through on site posters at 

Hook Lake, or Local Advertisement in combination with ‘Other’.   

22

2

3

0 5 10 15 20 25

Local resident to Hook Lake and Warsash

Local organisation or business

Visitor from elsewhere

Number of People

In relation to the Hook with Warsash Nature 
Reserve, are you a:

25

2

Have you attended one of our Public Exhibitions 
on either the 12th or 13th July 2022?

Yes No
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The details of the local advertisements or ‘other’ options are shown in Table 1 below: 

Local Advertisement / Other Details Count 

Warsash Residents Association 4 

Other newsletter 1 

Didn't hear about the event, stumbled on it out 
of luck 1 

Hamble Estuary Partnership 1 

Word of mouth 1 

History Society & Parish Magazine 1 

Table 1: Details of local or ‘other’ advertisements of the exhibition events 

The Coastal Partners e-newsletter, Coastal Partners website and Fareham Borough Council 

website / social media accounted for a total of 37% of respondents, which perhaps correlates 

with a preference for paper copies of the questionnaire compared to online for the local 

community. 

It is also worth noting that 5 out of the 27 respondents heard about the events through local 

organisations, which corresponds with similar results obtained from the Project Launch Visitor 

Survey, highlighting the significance of Residents Associations within the local community. 

Question 5: Is there anything you think we could have done to improve the event? 

56% of respondents felt there was not anything to be done to improve the events, whilst 33% 

of people felt that the events could have been improved. 2 respondents did not attend the 

events.  

3

4

3

7

3

9

0 2 4 6 8 10

Coastal Partners Website

Fareham Borough Council Website / Social
Media

Coastal Partners eNewsletter

Posters at Hook Lake

Local Advertisement

Other

Number of People

How did you find out about the July exhibitions?

file://///capitacouncilspartnership.co.uk/DFS/HBC/Coastal/Coastal/ESCP/3_CAPITAL%20PROJECTS/1.%20Schemes/LDW%2042632_Hook%20Lake%20Hab%20Creation/P-COMMS%20&%20ENGAGEMENT/P5%20-%20Engagement%20Launch/P5.2%20Questionnaire%201/Report/Hook%20Lake%20launch%20Survey%20Report_Final.docx
file://///capitacouncilspartnership.co.uk/DFS/HBC/Coastal/Coastal/ESCP/3_CAPITAL%20PROJECTS/1.%20Schemes/LDW%2042632_Hook%20Lake%20Hab%20Creation/P-COMMS%20&%20ENGAGEMENT/P5%20-%20Engagement%20Launch/P5.2%20Questionnaire%201/Report/Hook%20Lake%20launch%20Survey%20Report_Final.docx
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The suggestions made for improving the events mainly focused around providing more 

information on future water levels, future project stages, potential impacts on footpaths and 

amenities, and more details on what a scheme could look like. The full list of feedback provided 

is shown in Table 2 below. 

Things we could have done to improve the 
event Count 

Date the maps 1 

Overall, a pretty good exhibition, but may be a 
simple introductory “poster” with the 
exhibition’s “elevator pitch” for the lay person 
to more easily gain content 1 

More detail about water levels, future project 
stages, potential impact on footpaths and 
amenities and what a scheme could look like 4 

Have more than 1 poster of the suggested 
solutions. People tended to crowd round that 
one, so a queue formed 1 

The lovely local expert was 'taken over' by one 
person, she needed to share her expertise with 
more people, i.e. move on 1 

Table 2: Suggestions to improve the public exhibition events 

Question 6: From attending the events or reviewing the event posters, do you feel more 

informed about what the Hook Lake Coastal Management Study is aiming to do? 

In total, 25 respondents (93%) felt better informed about the aims of the Hook Lake Coastal 

Management Study after attending the exhibition events of reviewing the event posters. 2 

respondents did not feel better informed following the events/event material.  

2
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Question 7: Do you understand the need to create habitat at Hook Lake? 

Similarly to the responses to Question 6, 25 respondents (93%) felt that they understood the 

need to create habitat at Hook Lake whilst 2 respondents did not. 

  

Question 8: Do you understand the risks if we do nothing at Hook Lake? 

As with the responses to both Questions 6 and 7, 93% of respondents felt that they understood 

the risks of doing nothing at Hook Lake, whilst 7% felt that they did not understand.  

25

2

Do you feel more informed about what the Hook 
Lake Coastal Management Study is aiming to do?

Yes No

25

2

Do you understand the need to create habitat at 
Hook Lake?

Yes No



  

13 | P a g e  
 

 

Question 9: Do you have any concerns about creating new habitat at Hook Lake? 

For this question, respondents were asked to select all issues that concerned them, and to 

provide more details of ‘other’ concerns that were not listed in the question options.  

Impact on the existing footpath network was selected as the main concern, with 17 

respondents (63%) concerned about this. This corresponds with feedback from exhibition 

visitors to provide more information on potential impacts on the footpath network and access. 

Loss of existing freshwater habitats was selected as the next main concern, with 12 

respondents (44%) selecting this. ‘Other’ concerns not listed within the question options was 

chosen third, selected by 8 respondents (30%). 6 respondents (22%) did not have any 

concerns about creating new habitat at Hook Lake. 

 

 

 

25
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For those who selected ‘other’, flooding, the impact on footpaths and existing habitats were all 

mentioned with equal concern, which corresponds with the options selected by others in 

response to this question. The potential impacts on wildlife and properties were also of 

concern.  

The full list of ‘other’ concerns raised in response to Question 9 can be found in Appendix B 

of this report.  

Question 10: Do you have any further questions or feedback for us on the Hook Lake 

Coastal Management Study and public exhibitions held in July 2022? 

14 respondents answered this open question and the responses have been categorised into 

key themes. For each of these key themes, a selection of comments has been included to 

demonstrate the type of responses received. All responses to this question are available to 

view in Appendix B of this report.  

• The exhibition events – 3 comments including: 

o “It was a good exhibition and questions were answered” 

o “Another exhibition (is needed) with more questions about proposals. Cost 

restrictions etc.” 

• Loss of existing habitats and impacts on species – 2 comments including: 

o “Loss of habitat for non-wading species (skylark, linnet)” 

o “Any potential new access routes should avoid the grazing marsh areas which 

are heavily used by feeding and roosting waders and wildfowl” 

• Potential disruption caused by construction of a future scheme – 1 comment: 

o “Disruption caused by construction phase which would appear to be for 3 years” 

• Impacts on the existing footpath network and accessibility – 6 comments 

including: 

o “Disruption to circular walking routes” 

o “There is a need to confirm what will happen with the existing paths” 

o “How the footpaths will be maintained; the “embankment”, the “causeway”, the 

footpaths from Church Road & Cowes Lane and access to Warsash Common 

from Church Road.” 

• Water levels and flood risk – 1 comment: 

o “Local residents need to know more about the projected water levels” 

• Heritage – 1 comment: 

o “I have written 3 books regarding the history of Warsash and have details of 

the lake and its area” 

• Ideas for new habitat creation – 2 comments including: 

o “Island creation for roosting waders would be great” 

o “It will be important to try to maintain a mix of freshwater and brackish habitats 

in the project areas” 

• Increased recreational use – 5 comments including: 

o “It would be especially important that recreational access (especially water-

based) is not permitted into the new intertidal habitat created at Hook Lake” 

o “I am very concerned about any proposal to increase public access or 

recreational use of the site, as I cannot see how this can be achieved without 

causing disturbance to wildlife and devaluing the habitats.” 

• Dogs – 1 comment: 

o “Nature needs to be protected by keeping dogs on leads, they disrupt wildlife 

and give nothing back to nature” 
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Question 11: Would you like to receive further information about the Hook Lake Coastal 

Management Study? 

In total, 23 out of 27 respondents (85%) answered “Yes” to wishing to continue to receive 

updates as the Study progresses, through a combination of signing up to the Coastal Partners 

eNewsletter for Fareham projects and using their personal details to stay in touch. The 

remaining 4 respondents (15%) did not wish to be kept informed of the Study’s progress. 

Those who opted to provide their contact details will be added to the project’s (GDPR 

compliant) stakeholder database. 

 

3.3 Event Feedback on the Day 
In addition to the exhibition feedback survey, any comments, questions and concerns raised 

by visitors on the day were also recorded in a notebook, to ensure a record of them and 

enable any actions to be followed up by the project team.  

The questions and comments received on the day varied from specific questions about the 

project, in relation to ground levels, the existing habitats and impacts to the footpath network, 

to feedback on the exhibition events themselves.  

A full list of feedback received on the day at the events is available in Appendix C of this 

report. Photos from the two events are also shared in Appendix D. 

 

3.4 Key Findings & Lessons Learnt 

3.4.1 Key Findings 
The findings from analysis of the feedback questionnaire responses, in addition to feedback 

received on the day, reaffirm the importance of the existing footpath network and concerns 

over accessibility to the local community. There is a definite need to obtain more information 

as the Study progresses on any potential impacts of a future habitat creation scheme on the 

footpath network, and relay these to the local community, once known. 

There is also some concern from the local community on the impact of intertidal habitat 

creation on the existing freshwater habitats and the species who rely upon them, in addition 

to potential disturbance and pressures which could result from increased recreational usage 

of the site.  

Similarly, the project team could provide more information on future water and flood levels, 

and display these on a flood map at future public engagement events. 

Overall, it is evident that the local community are highly engaged, interested and informed, 

who understand the need to create habitat at Hook Lake and the risks if we do nothing, and 

who care deeply for their local area, its environment and wildlife.  

3.4.2 Lessons Learnt 
There are some key actions for the project team to follow-up on and considerations for future 

public engagement events. These include: 

• Ensuring more information is provided on potential impacts to the existing footpath 

network and freshwater habitats. If practical, this could include visualisations of the 

footpath options at the next exhibition. 

• Displaying a flood map with details of water levels. 
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• Including visualisations and more information on what a future scheme could look like 

at the site.  

• Ensuring that all attendees are given equal opportunity to ask questions to the project 

team at the events. The discussions themselves were highly valuable, so attendance 

by the project team was a key component.  

• Prioritising paper/hard copies of advertisements and feedback questionnaires, rather 

than electronic formats, as these seem to be preferable for the local community in 

attendance at the events. Also ensuring that a return address is printed on the paper 

copies of feedback questionnaires and having a designated return box for them. 

• Advertising the date for the next exhibition (to promote the leading option and outline 

design) on the project webpage as soon as it is known. 

• Formatting improvements to the exhibition posters. 

• On this occasion, there were no materials available for attendees to take away such 

as leaflets, so these could be a valuable addition to the next exhibition for those who 

might like them.  

 

4 Next Steps 
Engagement will continue to take place throughout the Study’s development, with 

stakeholders providing a key information source.  

This report will be added to the project webpage and made publicly viewable. It will also be 

circulated to those attendees who opted to receive further updates on the Study and provided 

their contact details.  

Our stakeholder database will be updated accordingly, with those who requested to be added 

to the circulation list for our Coastal Partners Fareham Projects eNewsletter added.  

The project team will follow-up on and complete any actions identified throughout the 

exhibition events or feedback survey. 

The project team are next due to meet with the established Project Steering Group, made up 

of professional partners, statutory stakeholders and organisations with jurisdiction around and 

interests in Hook Lake to support and guide the delivery of the project, to discuss the leading 

option and outline design stage of the Study. The project team will also continue to meet with 

‘Key Stakeholders’ with a direct interest and influence in the project at key stages.  

There will be another public drop-in exhibition event to mark the development of a ‘leading 

option’. Further information on this event will be advertised publicly closer to the time. 

Invitations will also be sent to those who opted to receive them.  

Wider stakeholders will be kept informed through the project website, FBC and CP newsletters 

and CP / FBC social media. Stakeholders will also have the opportunity to be involved as part 

of public information events which will take place at key stages as the project progresses.  

https://coastalpartners.org.uk/project/hook-lake-coastal-management-study/
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4.1 How will the Study use this information? 
The responses captured by the survey will give the project team a better understanding of 

public opinion and help steer conversations with partners and stakeholders, leading to a better 

Study for all. 

We will use this feedback to ensure lessons learnt on community wishes and expectations, 

enhance the information materials displayed and improve how we organise and advertise for 

engagement activities.  

Where possible to do so, community concerns, aspirations, opportunities and other ideas will 

help inform and feed into the appraisal process during selection of the leading option. Where 

additional threads of enquiry are highlighted, these will be investigated further by the project 

team as the project progresses.  
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Appendix A – Posters Displayed at the Events 
The below posters were displayed on boards at the exhibition events and also available in PDF form on the project webpage. 

  

https://coastalpartners.org.uk/project/hook-lake-coastal-management-study/
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Appendix B – Questionnaire Results (redacted) 
The comments included here are those submitted as part of Question 9 of the survey (“Do 

you have any concerns about creating new habitat at Hook Lake?”)  

They are copied as submitted, in the order of submission. Any personal information has 

been redacted.   

Subsidence to local properties which border the edge of the 'drop' into Hook Lake, as 
this "cliff edge" has eroded over the years, and trees fallen, without water being 
involved.  If water is added to the equation, residents would need evidence that there 
would be no damage to properties. 2) Wildlife in the "cliff edge" of new Hook Lake 
(badger setts). 

No issues as long as final outcome is based on good science 

Possible loss of islands in scrapes for nesting and resting birds 

Risk of freshwater flooding due to loss of the current floodplain at high spring tides 

Will footpath maintenance be allowed in the plan? 

Ship Bank footpath is a great asset and needs to be always retained or bridged 

I believe nature will win out. A constantly evolving man-managed scheme merely 
prolongs man's desires, unlike what nature intended. 

I am concerned about the in-combination impact resulting in the loss of freshwater 
habitat at Hook Links as a result of breaches along the beach/ shoreline, as well as your 
scheme. Both sources of coastal inundation need to be considered if designing the 
migration of freshwater habitats. 

 

The comments below are those that were submitted as part of Question 10 (“Do you have 

any further questions or feedback for us on the Hook Lake Coastal Management Study and 

public exhibitions held in July 2022?”) of the survey.  

They are copied as submitted, in the order of submission. Any personal information has 

been redacted. The project team will take forward these comments in preparation for the 

next exhibition.   

It was a good exhibition and questions were answered.  

Another exhibition (is required) with more questions about proposals. Cost restrictions 
etc. Footpaths 

Concerns - loss of habitat for non wading species (skylark, linnet), disruption to circular 
walking routes, disruption caused by construction phase which would appear to be for 3 
years, potential damage to/loss of Reed beds, affecting rare species such as bearded tit 
which live here  

Any scheme should retain access of some sort to retain a coastal path around the 
nature reserve, so as views of over marshes created and flooded areas/sea shore spit 
area - would object to scheme which does not include maintaining access for walkers in 
some form. 

There is a need to confirm what will happen with the existing paths. 

Local residents need to know more about the projected water levels and how the 
footpaths will be maintained; the “embankment”, the “causeway”, the footpaths from 
Church Road & Cowes Lane and access to Warsash Common from Church Road. 
Obviously, a large budget will be needed to maintain vehicular access to Hook Park 
(many wealthy & influential residents!) but most Warsash residents will be more 
concerned about maintaining the footpaths despite the managed breaches 



  

24 | P a g e  
 

Approach 2 with a bridge over the breach in the embankment would maintain the route 
for the Solent Way and Coastal path especially if footpath 11 will be underwater at high 
tide. 

Difficult to have questions till they make final decisions on exactly what's going to 
happen  

Please consider displacement of visitors to other nearby wildlife sensitive areas of you 
loose footpaths. Island creation for roosting waders would be great.  

I have written 3 books regarding the history of Warsash and have details of the lake and 
its area. WW2 rifle range, pumping station 

Nature needs to be protected by keeping dogs on leads, they disrupt wildlife and give 
nothing back to nature. This should be a law in certain sensitive areas! I am privileged 
to enjoy walking this area regularly admiring the birds and wildlife. I am also a local 
conservation volunteer. 

I don't totally understand the risks of doing nothing at Hook Lake. I couldn't understand 
why opening the fresh water area behind the sluice gate will reduce the coastal 
squeeze.  

See separate document submission e-mailed last week.  If possible, I think the 
preferred option would be to flood Hook Lake (N of the causeway path) independently 
from Hook Links (S of the causeway), allowing Hook Links to flood periodically as and 
when the shingle beach is over-topped. A permanent, un-bridged breach in the seawall 
at the existing Hook Lake outfall sluice would perhaps help reduce public 
access/disturbance to Hook Spit roost sites. Any potential new access routes should 
avoid the grazing marsh areas which are heavily used by feeding and roosting waders 
and wildfowl. It would be especially important that recreational access (especially water-
based) is not permitted into the new intertidal habitat created at Hook Lake.  This would 
be a good opportunity to upgrade and raise the road bridge at Hook Park Road so that it 
is above flood level and then enable the new habitat creation to extent upstream from 
the bridge where non-native invasive species have degraded the SSSI.  It will be 
important to try to maintain a mix of freshwater and brackish habitats in the project 
areas. 

Yes, the FAQ document you sent referred to the fact that the scheme could improve 
access, without saying how this could be done? There is also reference in the ‘How is 
the project funded? Section to exploring other funding opportunities to help deliver 
things including recreation. I am very concerned about any proposal to increase public 
access or recreational use of the site, as I cannot see how this could be achieved 
without causing disturbance to wildlife and devaluing the habitats.  I have provided 
additional feedback in the document attached to my email. 
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Appendix C – Feedback, Questions and Comments Received 

on the Day 
Any actions will be followed up with individually by the project team. Answers shown below 

were provided on the day. 

Questions, Concerns & Considerations 

Q: How high above AOD is Hook Park Road? 
A: We have undertaken a topographic survey of the Hook Park road bridge, and it shows 
deck levels between 1.3mODN (south end/ minimum) 1.47mODN (centre/maximum).   

Q: What about ground instability in Hook River if bringing higher water levels into Hook 
Lake and river? 
A: Once we have identified the ‘leading option’ we will have greater certainty of the water 
levels and any other potential secondary impacts.    

Q: What will happen to the road bridge?  
A: The road bridge is relatively low lying and already at risk of flooding (as seen during 
Storm Barra in 2021). We will be working to understand the future flood risk under the 
shortlisted options and present projections at the next public exhibition.  

Q: Can the public see future high tide/low tide levels at next exhibition? 
A: Yes, we didn’t have this information at the time of the first exhibition, but expect to 
present it at the next exhibition.  

A visitor shared concerns regarding loss of existing special freshwater habitats on the site 
(e.g. reedbeds and birds) which will be replaced by intertidal habitat which is already 
prevalent in the local area.  

A visitor shared concerns regarding loss of footpaths for recreation and in particular 
viewing the special wildlife and rare bird species 

Q: Can we have a low tide footpath?  
A: We will need to look at a variety of options for the existing footpath, including whether a 
low tide footpath could be used. This may depend on whether we need to include a 
breach and whether this breach occurs naturally or intentionally as to whether footpaths 
can still be classified / regulated. 

A visitor shared their interest in trees (impact on big old oak trees) and highlighted that 
FBC have a Tree Officer.  
A: The project team are in contact with the FBC Tree Officer.  

A visitor was disappointed about how HCC have managed (lack of) the existing habitats 
over the last few years within the nature reserve.  

Q: Why are we creating new saltmarsh at Hook Lake when we could restore area being 
eroded at Bunny Meadows? 
A: The restoration of areas of erosion at Bunny Meadows (further north up the River 
Hamble) would not generate the areas of compensatory habitat that we are investigating 
at Hook Lake. Bunny Meadows faces the same challenges of coastal squeeze, so we are 
trying to create more space for these valuable intertidal habitats. Another interesting point 
is that the low-lying areas at Hook Lake were previously intertidal habitats, before the 
construction of the main embankment around the lake c1790 so we are essentially 
reclaiming this intertidal landscape and returning it to its natural state.  
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Appendix D – Photos Taken at the Events 
Signs were displayed to inform visitors that photography was taking place at the event and to 

ensure their consent to this. All photos were taken to ensure that no visitor faces were 

shown.  

Photos taken at the Warsash Victory Hall on 12th July 2022 
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Photos taken on 13th July at the Warsash Victory Hall 
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